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PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS

2018-Present 
Assistant Professor of Sociology, University of Southern California

2022-23
NASEM Ford Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow

2017-18
Turpanjian Chair in Civil Society and Social Change Postdoctoral Fellowship, University of Southern California

USC Faculty Affiliate: Equity Research Institute
EDUCATION

2017

Ph.D, Sociology, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

   
2013

M.A., Sociology, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

        
2011

M.A., Sociology, CUNY Brooklyn College
2005

B.A., English, University of Virginia

RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS

Race and Ethnicity, Immigration, Social Movements, Culture, Social Psychology, Law and Society, Mixed Methods, Computational Text Analysis, Social Theory
BOOK
Yazdiha, Hajar. The Struggle for the People’s King: How Politics Transforms the Memory of the Civil Rights 
Movement. In press at Princeton University Press (publication date: May 2023).
PUBLICATIONS
Yazdiha, Hajar. 2022. “Bridge or Wedge? Dynamics of Strategic Racial Frames in the 
Immigrant Rights and Nativist Counter-Movement.” American Behavioral Scientist, 66(13): 1717–1736.

Yazdiha, Hajar. 2022. “The Relationality of Territorial Identities: Socio-Spatial Divisions 
Among Parents in a Charter School and a Public School in a Shared Building.” Sociology of Race and Ethnicity, 8(4).
Yazdiha, Hajar. 2021. “Toward a Du Boisian Framework of Immigrant Incorporation: 
Racialized Contexts, Relational Identities, and Muslim American Collective Action.” Social Problems, 68(2): 300-320.

-Received the American Sociological Association International Migration Section Louis Wirth Best Article Award
Yazdiha, Hajar. 2020. “An Intersectional Theory of Strategic Action: Socially-Located 
Memories and the Challenge of Muslim Mobilization Against Police." Mobilization, 25(4): 

475-492.
Yazdiha, Hajar, LaToya Council*, Chelsea Johnson*, Karina Santellano*. 2020. “Linking 
Contexts, Intersectionality, and Generations: Toward a More Complex Theory of Millennials and Social Change.” Sociological Perspectives.
Yazdiha, Hajar. 2020. “Racial Frames as Mechanisms of Ethnoracial Formation in News 
Media: Framing Muslims in the New York Times from 1992-2010.” Sociology of Race and Ethnicity.
Yazdiha, Hajar. 2019. "Exclusion through Acculturation? Comparing First and Second Generation 
European Muslims’ Perceptions of Discrimination Across Four National Contexts.” Ethnic and Racial Studies, Vol. 42 (5), 782-800.
-Received the Aristide Zolberg Award from the International Migration Section of the American Sociological Association
Yazdiha, Hajar. 2017. “The Relationality of Law and Culture: Dominant Approaches and New 
Directions for Cultural Sociologists.” Sociology Compass, Vol. 11(12), e12545.
Kurzman, Charles, Ahsan Kamal, and Hajar Yazdiha. 2017. “Ideology and Threat Assessment: Law 
Enforcement Evaluation of Muslim and Right-Wing Extremism.” Socius. Vol. 3 
-Referenced in the New York Times, November 11, 2018 edition.

Yazdiha, Hajar. 2014. “Law as Movement Strategy: How the Islamophobia Movement 

Institutionalizes Fear Through Legislation.” Social Movement Studies, Vol.13 (2), 267-274.

Yazdiha, Hajar. 2010. “Conceptualizing Hybridity: Deconstructing Boundaries through the Hybrid.” 

Formations: The Graduate Center Journal of Social Research, Vol.1.

*Denotes graduate student collaborator
BOOK CHAPTERS
Yazdiha, Hajar. Forthcoming. “Bridging the Sociologies of Morality and Migration: The Moral 
Underpinnings of Borders, Policies, and Immigrants.” The Handbook of the Sociology of Morality, Vol.2, Springer Press, edited by Shai Dromi, Steve Hitlin, and Aliza Luft.
Yazdiha, Hajar. 2022. “Opportunities here and there: digital diasporas and the Iranian American 
election moment.” The Routledge Handbook of Middle East Diasporas edited by Dalia Abdelhady and Ramy Ali. London, UK: Routledge.
BOOK REVIEWS
Yazdiha, Hajar. Solicited. Review of Academic Outsider: Stories of Exclusion and Hope by Victoria 

Reyes (Stanford University Press). Social Forces.
Yazdiha, Hajar. 2022. “A Du Boisian Lens for Understanding Interactional Racialized 

Subjectivities,” Review of Privilege and Punishment: How Race and Class Matter in 

Criminal Court by Matthew Clair (Princeton University Press).” Sociological Forum, Vol. 37(2). 
Yazdiha, Hajar. 2022. Review of Prisms of the People: Power and Organizing in Twenty-First Century 

America by Hahrie Han, Elizabeth McKenna, Michelle Oyakawa (University of Chicago Press). Mobilization.
MANUSCRIPTS UNDER REVIEW

Yazdiha, Hajar. The Relational Politics of Racialized Policing: Community Policing for 
Counterterrorism, Suspect Communities, and Muslim Immigrants’ Provisional Belonging.” Revise and Resubmit under review.
Yazdiha, Hajar and Courtney Boen. “The Racialized Omission of Emotion: Police Violence and the 
Dimensions of White (Un-)Feeling.” Under Review.

MANUSCRIPTS IN PREPARATION
Yazdiha, Hajar. “A Critical Theory of Racial Temporality in Contentious Politics.”
Yazdiha, Hajar and Courtney Boen. “The Uneven Spillover Effects of Police Violence: Mapping the 
Relationship between Police Shootings and Racialized Stress.”

Yazdiha, Hajar and Blanca Ramirez*. “More than Voter Turnout: Comparing the Effects of Voter 
ID Laws on Immigrant Rights Organizing Across State Contexts."
Yazdiha, Hajar. “Don’t Kill the Messenger: Rival Social Movements and the Identity Politics of 
Cultural Resonance.” 
Yazdiha, Hajar. “Social Disaster as Political Opportunity or Threat? COVID-19, Intersecting Racial 
Time Bombs, and Black Lives Matter’s Mobilization Dynamics.”

Wong, Kennedy* and Hajar Yazdiha. “The Role of Digital Diaspora in Fighting Against 
Transnational Repression: The Case of Hong Kong.”
RESEARCH IN PROGRESS
“Measuring the Gap Between National Regimes of Immigrant Integration and Immigrants’ 

Perceptions of Inclusion, a Comparison of Western Countries.” 

“‘Racism is a Pandemic Too’: Tracing Student Social Justice Activism in the Age of 
COVID-19.”

“Tracing Coalitional Dynamics of MENA, Arab, and Muslim Activism, 1980-2020.” (with Deniz 

Uyan*, Boston College).
“Using Twitter to Analyze Anti-Asian Hate During COVID-19.” (with Alejandra Regla-Vargas*, 
University of Pennsylvania and AJ Alvero, University of Florida).

“Articulating New Identities and the Public Framing of Immigrants.” (with Dina Okamoto, Indiana 

University).

“Tracing the Mechanisms of Diversification Among Transnational Social Movement Organizations, 

1960-2003” (with Shang Liu*, USC).
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
Amir, Dorsa, Babak Hemmatian, Atoosa Kasirzadeh, Masoud Jasbi, Hajar Yazdiha & Morteza Dehghani. 2022. “Iran: amplify voices of persecuted academics.” Nature, November 1, 2022.


-Cited by Psychology Coalition of NGOs at the United Nations: 

https://psychologycoalitionun.org/pcun-statement-on-iran/
Yazdiha, Hajar. 2022. ASA Podcast discussing article, “Racialized Organizations in Racialized Space: How Socio-Spatial Divisions Activate Symbolic Boundaries in a Charter School and a Public School.” American Sociological Association Podcast.
Yazdiha, Hajar and Blanca Ramirez. 2022. “An Assault on Democracy”: The Effects of Voter ID Laws on Immigrant-Serving Organizations.” Items: Insights from the Social Sciences, Social Science Research Council, October 2022.

Yazdiha, Hajar. 2022. “Understanding the Unequal Distribution of Religious Freedom and 
its Consequences through Jeff Guhin’s Agents of God (Oxford University Press).”
 The Syndicate: 
Yazdiha, Hajar and Courtney Boen. 2022. “‘It’s a stomachache filled with stress’: Tracing the 
Uneven Spillover Effects of Racialized Police Violence using Twitter Data.”
 Currents: Journal of Diversity Scholarship for Social Change 2(1).
Quoted in USA Today, August 20, 2021, “Cassette tapes, reunion shows and lots of denim: There's a reason retro trends are back.”

Yazdiha, Hajar. April 2021. “How to Drive Post-Pandemic Growth: Material is joined by experts to 
share their insights on growing brands during and after COVID-19.” Featured as expert on social change in video by M+ marketing firm. 
Yazdiha, Hajar. February 2018. “Reclaiming King During Black History Month: How Contentious  Politics Transform Collective Memory.” Mobilizing Ideas Blog at The Center for the Study of Social 
Movements at the University of Notre Dame.
Yazdiha, Hajar. January 2018. "The Limits of Whiteness?" A Q&A with Dr. Neda Maghbouleh on Iranian American Identity.” Center for the Study of Immigrant Integration, Immigrant Integration Wire at USC.
Yazdiha, Hajar. November 2017. “What the Alt-Right Tells us about the Strategic Uses of (Racial) Identity.” Mobilizing Ideas Blog at The Center for the Study of Social Movements at the University of Notre Dame.
AWARDS & HONORS
2022
USC Albert S. Raubenheimer Outstanding Junior Faculty Award ($3000)

2022
American Sociological Association International Migration Section Louis Wirth Best Article Award
2022
Ford Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship ($50,000)

2022
Russell Sage Foundation Pipeline Grant ($30,000)

2021
Social Science Research Council, Democratic Anxieties in the Americas Research Grant ($8000)

2021
USC Undergraduate Research Associates Program ($2000)
2021
William T. Grant Advanced Quantitative Critical Methods (AQCM) Scholar, Institute in Critical Quantitative, Computational, and Mixed Methodologies 

2021
Emerging Migration Scholar, UCLA Center for the Study of International Migration and the UCSD Center for Comparative Immigration Studies
2021
Project Pericles Up to Us Voting Module Mini-Grant ($500)

2020
USC Faculty-Led Initiative Grant (with Morris Levy, USC and Dowell Myers, USC) ($10,000)

2020
University of Michigan National Center for Institutional Diversity Pop-Up Research Grant ($2000)

2019
UCLA Summer Institute in Computational Social Science, California Center for Population Research Small Grant
2018
ASA Theory Section Junior Theorist Participant for Junior Theorists Symposium 

2018
USC Undergraduate Research Associates Program ($5000)

2018
The John Randolph Haynes and Dora Haynes Foundation Faculty Fellowship Award ($12,000)

2017
Turpanjian Chair in Civil Society and Social Change Postdoctoral Fellowship.

2017
Young Scholar in Social Movements. Center for the Study of Social Movements. University of Notre Dame
2016
Dr. Philip M. Kayal Fund for Arab American Research ($1000)

2016
American Sociological Association International Migration Section Aristide Zolberg Student Scholar Award

2015

UNC Graduate School Drusilla Lea Scott Summer Research Fellowship ($4000)

2011

Ford Foundation Predoctoral Fellowship, Honorable Mention


         

2010

Brooklyn College Department of Sociology Merit Award ($1000)


INVITED PRESENTATIONS
2023
Washington University in St. Louis Sociology Colloquium Series.

2023
University of Pennsylvania Sociology Colloquium Series.

2023
New York University Identities & Ideologies Project Speaker Series.

2023
Boston College Sociology Colloquium Series.

2023
University of California Riverside Sociology Colloquium Series.

2023
Invited Joint Session on Public Understandings of Religion Beyond Christianity. American Sociological Association and Association for the Sociology of Religion, Philadelphia, PA.

2022
Invited Featured Session on The Racialized Politics of Domestic Terrorism. American Sociological Association, Los Angeles, CA.

2022
Invited Thematic Session on Immigration, Law, Race and Displacement/Belonging. American Sociological Association, Los Angeles, CA.
2022
Invited Thematic Session on Citizenship, Religion, and the Politics of Displacement.
American Sociological Association, Los Angeles, CA.

2022
“The Identity Politics of Cultural Resonance: How Progressive and Conservative Movements’ Battles Over Civil Rights Reshape Movement Strategies.” Indiana University Social Justice Series.

2022
“‘Don’t Kill the Messenger’: Immigrant Rights Activists, Nativist Countermovements, and the Identity Politics of Cultural Resonance.” University of California at San Diego Sociology Colloquium Series.

2021
Invited Discussant for Ethnographic Café Workshop. Berkeley Sociology Department, Berkeley, CA.

2021
Invited Thematic Session on “Anti-Muslim Racism: Sociological Response, Refusal, and Re/vision.” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, CA. 

2021
“Toward a Du Boisian Framework of Immigrant Incorporation: Racialized Contexts, Relational Identities, and Muslim American Collective Action.” Brown University Sociology Colloquium Series.

2021
“Don’t Kill the Messenger: Rival Social Movements and the Identity Politics of Cultural Resonance.” 
-UCLA Theory and Research in Comparative Social Analysis Seminar Series.
-Northwestern University Social Movements Workshop.
2020
ASR Author-Meets-Critics Panelist for American Blindspot: Race, Class, Religion, and the Trump Presidency, by Gerardo Marti.

2019
Invited Participant, Twitter Social Science Convening, New York, NY.

2019
“Comparing the Effects of Voter ID Laws on Immigrant Rights Organizations' Strategies Across State Contexts,” Center for the Study of Immigrant Integration, USC, Los Angeles, CA.

2018
“Understanding Immigration in Southern California.” Connections: USC & Community in Research & Service Conference USC Office for the Protection of Research Subjects Conference, Los Angeles, CA.
2018
“A Time for Resistance: Effective organizing in the era of Trump.” Center for the Study of 

Immigrant Integration California Bold Conference, USC, Los Angeles, CA.
2018
“Integrating Collective Memory and Movement Strategy: How Socially-Located 
Memories Shape Muslim Rights Mobilization.” University of California, Irvine Sociology Colloquium Series.
2017
“Racialized Incorporation through Activism: American Muslim Mobilization and Dynamic Modes of Incorporation.” Center for the Study of Immigrant Integration, USC, Los Angeles, CA.

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS
“The Kingmakers: How Social Movements Remake the Collective Memory of the Civil Rights 

Movement for Divergent Futures.” (Book Project)
-2021 Princeton University, Global Publishing and the Making of Literary Worlds Conference 
-2021 Northwestern University, Council for Race and Ethnic Studies Book Manuscript Workshop

“Delimiting “Good Muslims” from “Bad Muslims” through Counterterrorism: How Community 
Policing to Counter Violent Extremism Patterns Muslim Immigrants’ Divergent Perceptions of Citizenship.”

-2021 UCLA Emerging Migration Scholars Workshop

“Social Disaster as Political Opportunity or Threat? COVID-19, Intersecting Racial Time Bombs, 
and Black Lives Matter’s Mobilization Dynamics.”


-2021 Eastern Sociological Society Conference

“Bridge or Wedge? Dynamics of Strategic Racial Frames in the Immigrant Rights and Nativist 
Counter-Movement.”


-2020 Racialization & Immigration Conference, NC State

“The Uneven Spillover Effects of Police Violence: Mapping the Relationship between Police 
Shootings and Racialized Stress.” (with Courtney Boen)


-2021 Population Association of America

-2020 Population Association of America, Washington, D.C. (cancelled for COVID-19)
“Dynamic Modes of Incorporation Through Mobilization: Evidence from American Muslim Immigrant Communities.” 

-2019 American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, New York, NY.


-2018 Population Association of America Annual Meeting, Denver, Colorado.
“Integrating Collective Memory and Strategic Action: Socially Located Memories, Cultural Knowledge, and Muslim Rights Mobilization.”

-2019 American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, New York, NY.
-2018 Junior Theorists Symposium, Philadelphia, PA.
“Racializing the American Muslim Rights Movement: How Racial Identity 
Formation Shapes Movement Strategy.”
-2017 American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Montréal, Canada.
-2017 Notre Dame Young Social Movement Scholars Conference, South Bend, IN.

“A Topic Modeling Approach to Exploring Islamophobia in The New York Times, Before and After 9/11.”
-2016 American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA.
“The Incivility of Civil Rights: How Groups Project Collective Memories Toward Imagined Futures in Legal Mobilization for Civil Rights in the Post-Civil Rights Era.”
-2015 Eastern Sociological Society, New York, NY.
“Conceptualizing the Conflictual Co-Constitution of Law and Culture.”
-2014 American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA.
-2014 Eastern Sociological Society Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD.
“Expectations of Inclusion: Perceptions of Discrimination in the U.S. and Western Europe.”
-2013 American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, New York, NY.
“How the Islamophobia Movement Institutionalizes Fear Through Legislation.”
-2012 American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Denver, CO.
“Iranian-Americans & the 2009 Iranian Election Protests: Identity through Collective Action.”
-2011 Eastern Sociological Society Annual Meeting, Philadelphia PA.
-2010 American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Atlanta GA.
“School Choice within Shared Spaces: Negotiations of Identity in Urban Education.”
-2010 Eastern Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Boston MA.
TEACHING 
Instructor, University of Southern California


SOC 250 – Grassroots Participation in a Global Perspective

SOC 425 – Social Movements: Power, Resistance, and Political Dynamics
SOC 450 - Non-Governmental Organizations/Non-Profits Field Practicum
SOC 490/590: Directed Research
SOC 654 – Graduate Seminar in Social Movements

Instructor, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
SOCI 101 – Sociological Perspectives
Instructor, Sociology, Brooklyn College

SOCY 1101 – Introduction to Sociology
Teaching Assistant, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
SOCI 112 - Social Interaction

SOCI 122 – Racial and Ethnic Relations
SOCI 250 – Sociological Theory

Pedagogical Training


SOCI 980 – Teaching Sociology


Duke-UNC Middle East Studies Practicum in Teaching Middle East Studies
ADVISING

Undergraduate Theses

Izzy Al-Washally, Sociology, University of Southern California (Research Advisor)

Eslam Elsakkar, Sociology, University of Southern California (Research Advisor)

Master’s Papers
Valentina Cantori, Sociology, University of Southern California (Committee Member)

Vaclav Masek Sánchez, Sociology, University of Southern California (Committee Member)
Kritika Pandey, Sociology, University of Southern California (Committee Member)

Dawy Rkasnuam, Sociology, University of Southern California (Co-Chair)

Dissertations
Mohammad Atari, University of Southern California, Psychology (Committee Member)

Valentina Cantori, Sociology, University of Southern California (Committee Member)

Sarah Cooney, University of Southern California, Computer Science (Committee Member)

Joe Hoover, Psychology, University of Southern California (Committee Member)

Minwoo Jung, Sociology, University of Southern California (Committee Member)

Oded Marom, Sociology, University of Southern California (Committee Member)

Demetrius Murphy, Sociology, University of Southern California (Committee Member)

Blanca Ramirez, Sociology, University of Southern California (Committee Member)

Postdoctoral
Rodolfo Antonio Lopez Moreno, University of Southern California (Advisory Committee)

External Qualifying Exam Committee

Mohammad Atari, University of Southern California, Psychology

Sarah Cooney, University of Southern California, Computer Science

Aida Mostafazadeh Davani, University of Southern California, Psychology

Jessica Hatrick, University of Southern California, Communications
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND SERVICE
2021-24
American Sociological Review Editorial Board Member

2021-24
Social Problems Advisory Board Member

2021-24
ASA Section on Racial and Ethnic Minorities Publications Committee Member

2020-23
ASA International Migration Section Council Member




-2022 Mini-Conference Planning Subcommittee

-2021 Diversity and Inclusion Subcommittee


2020-23
ASA Collective Behavior and Social Movements Membership, Diversity, and Inclusion Committee

2023
ASA Collective Behavior and Social Movements “Activists and Activism” Regular Session Organizer

2023
ASA Collective Behavior and Social Movements Distinguished Early Career Award Committee
2022
ASA Collective Behavior and Social Movements Aldon Morris Lifetime Achievement Award Committee

2019-20
ASA Migration Section Zolberg Award Committee

2019-20
ASA Culture Section Geertz Award Committee

2019-20
Gender/Power/Theory Feminist Sociologists’ Convening Committee

2010-Present
American Sociological Association, Member



 

2010-Present
Eastern Sociological Society, Member






2014-Present
Law and Society Association, Member

2017-Present
Population Association of America, Member

2017-Present
Social Science History Association, Member



              
Journal Reviewer For: American Journal of Sociology; American Political Science Review; American Sociological 
Review; Ethnic and Racial Studies; Law and Society Review; Mobilization; Organizational Science; Perspectives on Politics; Poetics; Politics, Groups, and Identities; Social Forces; Sociological Focus; Sociological Forum; Sociological Inquiry; Sociological Perspectives
Grant Reviewer For: National Science Foundation
UNIVERSITY SERVICE
2022

Equity Research Institute Post-Doctoral Scholars Review Team
2022-23
USC Sociology Job Search Committee

2021-22
USC Sociology Tenure-Track Faculty Review Committee
2020-22
USC Graduate Race & Gender Equity Committee (Co-Chair from 2020-21)
2020-22
USC Faculty Advisor for Iranian Students Association

2020
USC Provost New Strategic Directions for Research Award (PNSDRA) Grant Proposal Review Committee

2020-22
USC Diversity, Inclusion, Access (DIA) JumpStart Faculty Mentor
2019-22
USC Graduate Student Committee

2018-2019
USC Zumberge Diversity & Inclusion Grant Proposal Review Committee

2017-Present
USC Political Sociology Qualifying Exam Committee

2017-Present
USC Sociology Colloquium Committee

2017-2018
USC Center for the Study of Immigrant Integration, Immigrant Integration Wire Blog Editor

PREVIOUS RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
2013-2015
Research Assistant for Charles Kurzman and David Schanzer

“Community Policing Strategies to Counter Violent Extremism” (NIJ funded)
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill and Duke University


          

2012-2014
Research Assistant for Charles Kurzman

“How Social Science Maps the World” (NSF funded)




          



University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
2010

Research Assistant for Tamara Mose 
Published in 2016 in The Playdate: Parents, Children, and the New Expectations of Play, NYU Press
CUNY, Brooklyn College
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